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The Word of the Lord from Mark 1:40-41: “And a leper came to Him, imploring Him, and kneeling 
said to Him, ‘If You will, You can make me clean.’ Moved with pity, He stretched out His hand and 

touched him and said to him, ‘I will; be clean,’” This is the Word of the Lord.  
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

I. Will and Faith 

“I will.” That’s an important couple of words in the English language. Those words are spoken at 
crucial moments in life, like baptisms, weddings, confirmations, ordinations, courtrooms, induction into 

the military and more. They often declare a vow, a promise to diligent commitment and follow-through.  
 

That’s not always the case, of course. It can have different meanings and degrees. “I will see you 

later” can be just a prediction of what will probably happen in the future, something so innocuous that it 
gets reduced to “See you later.” It can express intention, as in “I will see you later if my schedule allows.” 

It can express determination, as in “I will see you later, because we’re not done talking.”  
 

Even when spoken with the best of intentions or the greatest determination, there’s still no 
guarantee to the words “I will” when they’re spoken by sinners. You can say “I will” with all sincerity; but 

time and chance happen to all, and there will be times that you don’t keep your word no matter how 

hard you try or how much you intend. And then, of course, there will be times when you really have no 
intention whatsoever. That’s when you say “I will,” but the rest of the unspoken sentence goes, “I will if I 

want to,” or “…if I can’t find anything better to do,” or “…if I feel like it.” Or that’s when you mean, “I will 
say I will so that you stop bothering me and leave me alone.” 

 

So “I will” is an important little phrase; and, when spoken by sinners, it comes with no 
guarantees and a fair amount of deceptive nuance. That’s why it’s not helpful if a pastor would preach 

something like, “Answer this question if you want to be saved: will you follow Jesus?” Even if you say “I 
will” with the best of intentions and utmost determination, your word is no guarantee. 

 

That’s why we don’t spend time asking you what you will. And that’s why rejoice to hear Jesus 
say, “I will.”  

 
Jesus says, “I will” in our Gospel lesson. He says it to a leper. The leper comes to him and says, 

“If You will, You can make me clean.” Moved with pity, Jesus says, “I will; be clean.” This is not, “I will 
sometime in the future” or “I intend to make you clean.” When Jesus says, “I will,” He says, “It is indeed 

My perfect will that you be delivered from this leprosy.” When the Lord wills something, He gets it done. 

So He says to the leper, “Be clean,” because the Lord is determined to heal him; and by that Word, the 
leper is healed.  

 
What Jesus wills, He does. Therefore, you can be confident of your salvation. It is not Jesus’ will 

that He might forgive you at some future time. No, Jesus wills to forgive you now because that is His 

good and gracious will. It is so because He went to the cross in order to fulfill His Father’s will, in order to 
forgive you for your sins.  

 
What Jesus wills, He does: that’s why His promises are certain. 

 



Because His promises are certain, faith is sure. That’s why the leper can pray what he prays. He 

kneels before the Lord and says, “If You will, You can make me clean.” It is a prayer of faith. The leper 
doesn’t say, “I ask you to heal me because of what I’ve done:” Jesus doesn’t owe him anything. The 

leper doesn’t say, “You have to heal me because I have faith in You;” no, faith never tries to compel 
Jesus to do anything. Trying to force Jesus to do anything is to declare, “My will be done.” 

 

Instead, by faith the leper says to Jesus, “You have a holy will, and what You will is best. 
Therefore, if it is part of Your will that I be clean, then You can do it—You have the ability. But I make no 

demands, because who am I to do so? I’m a beggar. You’re the Lord. You can make me clean.” The leper 
demonstrates faith by placing himself in the Lord’s hands and commending himself to Jesus’ care. If it is 

the Lord’s will to heal Him, then the Lord’s will be done. If it is the Lord’s will that he remain a leper, 
well…then the Lord’s will be done, because it is the Lord’s will. 

 

This text teaches so clearly about what faith does and what Jesus does. As we’ve said before, 
faith clings to Jesus. It does this by clinging to the Word: by that Word, it knows who Jesus is and it 

knows what Jesus does. By that Word of God, faith knows that there’s nothing good in us that deserves 
God’s help or earns His favor. By the Word of God, faith knows that Jesus has earned God’s favor for us. 

And by that Word of God, faith knows the will of God as much as God reveals; and then faith prays, 

“Your will, O Lord, be done.”  
 

Anything else is not of faith. Therefore, if you expect that the Lord wills to help you because of 
who you are or what you have done, you should expect no answer from God when you cry to Him 

because you are saying you’ve earned His help by your works. If you expect that the Lord wills to help 
you because your faith is strong, you should expect no answer because you are saying that the Lord 

should help you again because of you and your strong believing. Faith never says, “Help me because of 

me.” It says, “Help me because of You.” If you expect that the Lord wills to help you because you keep 
praying again and again, you should expect no help from the Lord, because then you’re trying to earn 

God’s help because of your work of repetition. Faith never tries to harass God or wear Him down until He 
helps; on the other hand, faith prays often because it delights to call upon the Lord for help.  

 

When you are suffering, you want the pain over with as soon as possible. You probably know the 
Word of God to know this: your will and His will don’t always line up. He makes promises, and He keeps 

them—according to His will and in His time. So when you pray that He would deliver you from whatever 
pain you have, you know that He promises He will—but He will according to His will, not yours.  

 

This is where faith is tested and you are tempted. Because you want the pain to go away, you’re 
not inclined like the leper to pray, “If You will, You can make me clean, but I’ll leave that up to you.” 

Instead, before you even know it, you’re tempted. You’re tempted to start making a list of arguments as 
to why the Lord should act now. You’ll come up with lists of good that you’ve done and evil that you’ve 

avoided. You’ll argue that you can be a much more effective instrument in His hands if you’re not 
weighed down with suffering, and you’ll maybe come up with a bargain or two about what you intend to 

do in the future if He delivers. Now, let’s put the best construction on this, far better than we sinners 

deserve: let’s say that you’ve done a lot of good and avoided a lot of bad. Let’s say that you are an 
effective instrument of God and that you will actually do great things if you are delivered. Let’s grant all 

that: but even if all of that is true, you’re still not praying, “Lord, if You will,” but “Lord, this is why You 
should do what I will.” 

 

Faith prays, “Your will be done.” You can go ahead and tell the Lord what you’d like His will to 
be, but faith still prays, “No matter what I want, Your will be done.” Faith gets tested in trial, when the 

Lord—in His will—permits the suffering to continue, and doesn’t even tell you why. But faith says, “You 
will be done, even if I don’t know why. I don’t have to know.” Why? Because you already know that the 

Lord has redeemed you with the cost of His own blood: and having paid that price for your redemption, 
His will for you is certainly good.  



 

So faith prays and says, “If it is Your will, deliver me.” Then faith endures. It is often then that 
faith is strengthened, by the way. It is not that suffering strengthens faith: suffering just shows you what 

you can’t trust in, yourself included, so it strips away fake faith in false things. As you see what you can’t 
trust in and repent of having trusted those things, faith is freed to cling to Christ all the more. No 

suffering is pleasant as long as it lasts; but it knocks the legs out from under false gods, even as the 

Word yields a blessed faith that tenaciously holds to Christ and His promises.  
 

So when you find yourself not trusting the Lord’s will, you repent. You don’t say, “I’ve got to 
strengthen my faith so that I can trust better,” because that would make faith your work. Instead, you 

confess the sins of doubt and worry that keep you from trusting in Him. You know that as He forgives 
your sins, it is His forgiveness—not your will or work—that strengthens your faith.   

 

Therefore, when you cry out to the Lord, you cry out, “As You will, deliver me.” You are confident 
that He will deliver you, because you know that He wills to deliver you; and what the Lord wills, He does. 

His death for your sins is His guarantee of His faithfulness and deliverance for you. 
 

II. Glory and Cross 

The second half of our Gospel lesson returns us to a theme that Mark 1 hits early and often. 
Jesus sends the leper away and sternly charges him to tell no one. He is to show himself to a priest, 

because the law says that priests are the ones who let healed lepers back into society. The leper, 
however, cannot contain the news. Wherever he goes, he spreads the Word. As a result, Jesus is 

mobbed: people come at Him for help from all sides, and He can no longer enter a town. 
 

Since Mark mentions this again, so do we: Jesus is not concerned about crowd control, though 

some have said He wanted to stay on the down-low just so that it would be easier to move around. 
That’s silly: He’s the Son of God. He can walk on water, so getting through a crowd isn’t going to be a 

problem. 
 

The problem here is that, once again, people are going to get the wrong idea. They’re going to 

focus on the glory of the miracles and the wondrous works; and because they love the glory and the 
miracles so much, they’re going to be repelled by the cross. This is a faith problem once again. 

Remember: faith says, “Your will be done,” not “Your will be done as long as it agrees with mine.” Many 
in these crowds, though, are going to pray the latter: “Your will be done as long as You’re healing the 

sick, cleansing the lepers, making the blind see and the deaf hear, casting out demons and raising the 

dead. But if Your will includes being beaten scourged and crucified…well, we want You to have a different 
will instead.” Who can blame them? They don’t like suffering and pain—even when it’s Jesus who faces 

the suffering and pain. They want a victorious, unbeatable Savior—they don’t want a vulnerable messiah 
or God hidden in suffering. But faith says, “Your will be done, no matter what.”  

 
Only faith points to a dead Jesus on the cross and says, “That’s My Savior and I will trust in Him.”  

 

Likewise, when all you see is pain, faith still says, “Jesus is My Savior, and I will trust in Him.” 
 

That’s a hard truth, and one that is only accepted by faith. By nature, you’re drawn to glory and 
joy, not cross and repentance. But the Lord doesn’t save you by His glory and joy; He saves you by His 

death and His grace.  

 
To follow Jesus only for His glory is to turn Christianity on its head. As I said last week: if you 

follow Jesus for His glory, you will be repelled by the cross. If you follow Jesus for His cross, you will 
rejoice in His glory too. I will add that if you follow Jesus for His glory, you will always be trying to prove 

that you deserve His help by what you have done. That is the opposite of faith. If you follow Jesus for His 



cross, then you are confessing that you do not deserve His help but that you trust in His grace. That’s 

what faith does. 
 

Or, as Martin Luther put it: 
 

A theology of glory calls evil good and good evil. A theology of the cross calls the thing what it 

actually is.   
 

This is clear: He who does not know Christ does not know God hidden in suffering. Therefore he 
prefers works to suffering, glory to cross, strength to weakness, wisdom to folly, and, in general, 

good to evil. These are the people whom the apostle calls “enemies of the cross of Christ” [Phil. 
3:18], for they hate the cross and suffering and love works and the glory of works. Thus they call 

the good of the cross evil and the evil of a deed good. God can be found only in suffering and 

the cross, as has already been said. Therefore the friends of the cross say that the cross is good 
and works are evil, for through the cross works are destroyed and the Old Adam, who is 

especially edified by works, is crucified. It is impossible for a person not to be puffed up by his 
good works unless he has first been deflated and destroyed by the suffering and evil until he 

knows that he is worthless and that his works are not his but God’s. (TDP 1187-8) 

 
Dear friends, rejoice in Christ and His cross, for it is in the crucified Savior that you find grace 

and mercy. In the midst of trials that are left unexplained by God, faith prays, “Deliver me as You will, O 
Lord.” And you know that the Lord will deliver you according to His will. How do you know? Not because 

of His glory, but because of His cross. You know because He wills even now to say, “I forgive you all of 
your sins.” 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen  
 

 


